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ABSTRACT : The kinetics of photoinitiated polymerization of reactive oligomer methacrylates and oligomer
methacrylate/SBS blends have been studied to characterize the diffusion-controlled reaction using Fourier
Transform Infrared Spectroscopy-Attenuated Total Reflectance (ATR-FTIR). The polymerization rates of
reactive oligomer methacrylates and oligomer methacrylate/SBS blends were autocatalytic in nature at the initial
stage and then a retardation of the reaction conversion occurred gradually as the polymer matrix became vitrified,
and finally the reaction became diffusion controlled. Photopolymerization behavior of methacrylate/SBS blends
was well predicted using the diffusion-controlled reaction model. N-Vinyl-2-pyrrolidinone (NVP) as a reactive
solvent was used to incorporate SBS into methacrylate to form semi-IPN via photopolymerization. Due to the
high reactivity of NVP, polymerization rate increased with the increase of NVP content. As the content of NVP-
SBS in the blends increased up to 10 phr, the reaction conversion maintained almost constant. But above 20 phr
of NVP-SBS in the blends, the reaction conversion gradually decreased since the increase of viscosity affected on
the photopolymerization rate. The semi-IPN films of methacrylate/SBS blends were transparent at room
temperature as well as at increased temperature and were able to be applied to surface coating.

Keywords : photopolymerization, methacrylate, semi-IPN, diffusion-controlled reaction, NVP.
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(a) Poly(ethylene glycol) dimethacrylate (n=4,9,16,35)
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(b) Trimethylolpropane triacrylate (TMPTA)
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(c) 1-hydorxycyclohexyl phenyl ketone (Irgacure 184C)
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:N: //O
(d) 1-vinyl-2-pyrrolidinone (NVP)
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(e) SBS (Styrene-Butadiene-Styrene copolymer, SM/BD=32:68)

Figure 1. Chemical structures of (a) poly(ethylene glycol)
dimethacrylate (n=4,9,16,35), (b) trimethylol propane tria-
crylate (TMPTA), (c) 1-hydroxy cyclohexyl phenyl ketone
(HCPK), (d) 1-vinyl-2-pyrrolidinone (NVP), and (e) styrene-
butadiene-styrene copolymer (SBS, SM/BD = 32:68).
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Figure 2. Decay of the stretching vibration bands of me-
thacrylate double bond at 1638 cm™ (time interval = 0.2 sec
from top to bottom).
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Figure 4. Model predictions using mechanistic model.
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Figure 5. Model predictions using mechanistic model with
diffusion control factor.

Table 1. Kinetic Parameters of the Mechanistic Model

molecular weight

M, 330 M, 550 M, 875 M, 1700
mechanistic model
k 0.62 0.34 0.186 0.15
mechanistic model with diffusion control factor
k 0.52 0.3 0.17 0.145
C 35.485 33.761 20.361 19.094
a, 0.8808 0.8173 0.7127 0.6919

k = Reaction constant. C = Diffusion control constant.
o, = Critical conversion.
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Table 2. Kinetic Parameters of the Phenomenological
Model

molecular weight

M, 330 M, 550 M, 875 M, 1700
n 1.84 1.88 2.52 2.6
m 0.4048 0.4136 0.5544 0.572
k 1.284 0.8187 0.6188 0.5434

n = Reaction order, m = Autocatalytic reaction order.
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Figure 7. Polymerization rate versus reaction time with
various contents of 1-vinyl-2-pyrrolidinone.
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