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ABSTRACT : (6-Cholesteryloxycarbonylpentoxypropyl)celluloses (CHPCs) with degree of esterification (DE)
ranging from 2.25 to 2.91 were synthesized by reacting hydroxypropyl cellulose with 6-cholesteryloxycar-
bonylpentanoyl chloride. The acrylic esters of CHPCs (CHPCEs) and their photocrosslinked films with liquid-
crystalline order were also synthesized. The thermotropic properties of mesophase for both uncrosslinked and
crosslinked samples and the swelling behavior of the crosslinked samples in acetone were investigated. The
hydroxypropyl cellulose exhibited an enantiotropic cholesteric phas, while all the uncrosslinked cholesteryl-
bearing samples exhibited a monotropic cholesteric phases; the 6-cholesteryloxycarbonylpentanoyl chloride also
showed a monotropic smectic phase. The hydroxypropyl cellulose formed a right-handed helix whose optical
pitch (A,,) increases with temperature, whereas all the uncrosslinked derivatives formed left-handed helices
whose A, s decreased with temperature. The thermal stability of the mesophase and the magnitude of A, at the
same temperature for both CHPCs and CHPCEs decreased with increasing DE. All the crosslinked samples, in
constrast with CHPCEs, did not display reflection colors but exhibited an anisotropic swelling characteristic of
crosslinked gel retaining liquid-crystalline order.

Keywords : hydroxypropyl cellulose, cholesterol, optical pitch, helicoidal sen se, anisotropic swelling.
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Figure 1. Schematic structures of HPC, CHPC, and CHPCE.
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Figure 2. FT-IR spectra of (a) cholesterol and (b) CH6C.
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Figure 3. FT-IR spectra of (a) HPC, (b) CHPC-1, (¢) CHPC-
2, (d) CHPC-3, and (¢) CHP C-4.

Table 1. Thermal and Mesophase Properties of HPC,
CH6C, CHPC-N, and CHPCE-N*

sample » transition temp. in T* « helicoidal temp.
code Tw Tn T, T, T. T, mesophase sense’  range’
HPC® <20 145 C right  25-120
CH6C 88 35 42 81 S,C left  43-81
CHPC-1 225 78 33 76 C left  35-75
CHPC-2 258 76 32 74 C left  35-70
CHPC-3 285 7230 71 C left  35-70
CHPC-4 291 70 27 69 C left  30-65
CHPCE-1 <20 60 C left  25-55
CHPCE-2 <20 57 C left  25-55
CHPCE-3 <20 55 C left  25-50
CHPCE-4 <20 52 C left  25-50

“Among the samples, only HPC exhibited an enantiotropic cholesteric phase
and the remainder a monotropic one. “Degree of esterification determined by
FT-IR measurement. ‘Determined by DSC measurement and optical polarizing
microscopic observation (see text for details). 7, - anisotropic liquid-to-solid
transition temperature, 7y, melting temperature, 7: crystallization temperature,
T; . isotropization temperature, T : isotropic liquid-to-cholesteric phase transi-
tion temperature, T: cholesteric-to-smectic phase transition temperature. “C
cholesteric, S : smectic. “By CD measurement. “Temperature ranges for
cholesteric color reponses. “From reference 17.
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Figure 4. FT-IR spectra of (a) CHPCE-4 and (b) CHPCE-4G.
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Figure 5. Optical microscopic textures observed on slow
cooling from the isotropic state: (a) untreated CH6C at 75 C,
(b) treated CH6C at 75 C, (c) CH6C at 39 C, (d) CH6C at
37 C, (e) CH6C at 34 C, and (f) CHPCE-2G at 90 C.
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Figure 9. Time dependence of weight swelling ratio, AW, for
CHPCE-NG in acetone at 25 C.

Table 2. Termal and Swelling Properties of CHPCE-
NG*

sample T AS. ASy  ASy AV AW p,
code C) ) (B (B (%) (%) (gem’)

CHPCE-1G 112 421 424 456 195 102 151
CHPCE-2G 111 467 468 50.1 223 120 146
CHPCE-3G 108 513 512 552 255 141 143
CHPCE-4G 105 575 576 625 303 170 140

“Swelling experiment was carried out in aceton at 25 C . "Isotropization
temperature determined by optical polarizing microscopic observation.
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