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Abstract: Based on our experience in developing resistive humidity sensor, interdigital gold electrodes with different
fingers and gaps have been fabricated on a glass epoxy (GE) substrate using screen printing techniques. The basic
structure of the electrode consisted of a 3-, 4- and 5-fingers with gaps of 310 and 460 um. Gold electrode/GE was
prepared by first printing silver nanopaste, followed by consecutive electroless plating of Cu, Ni and then Au. Copolymer
of [2-(methacryloyloxy)ethyl] dimethyl benzyl ammonium chloride (MDBAC) and methyl methacrylate (MMA) was
used as a humidity-sensing polyelectrolyte, which was fabricated by a screen printing method on the Au electrode/GE substrate.
The flexible humidity sensor showed acceptable linearity between logarithmic impedance and relative humidity in the
range of 20-95%RH, low hysteresis of 1.5%RH, good response and recovery time of 75 sec at 1 V, 1 kHz, and 25°C.
Electrode construction had a significant influence on the humidity-sensing characteristics of polymeric humidity sensors.
The activation energy between electrode and ion conducting polyelectrolyte plays an important role in explaining the
differences of humidity sensing characteristics such as temperature dependence, sensitivity, linearity and hysteresis.
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Figure 1. Photos of 6 interdigital gold electrodes with different fingers
and gap on the GE substrate prepared by silk-screen printing tech-
nique; (a) 3 fingers with 310 um of gap; (b) 4, 310; (¢) 5, 310; (d) 3,
410; (e) 4, 410; (f) 5, 410.
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Scheme 1. Preparation of humidity-sensitive polyelectrolyte copoly-
mers.
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Figure 2. Impedance changes of humidity sensors obtained from

MDBAC/MMA = 70/30 polyelectrolyte ink at 25 °C, 1 kHzand 1 V;
(H) 12 um, (@) 8 wm, and (A) 6 um.
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Figure 3. Relative humidity dependence of the impedance of humidity sensors obtained from an electrode with (a) 4 fingers and a gap of 310 pm;
(b) 4 fingers and a gap of 410 um at 1 kHz and 1 V.

Table 1. Performance of Flexible Humidity Sensor with Different Electrode Finger on GE Substrate

Electrode gap(um) 310 410
Properties 3 4 5 3 4 5
Temperature Coefficient(%RH/°C)* —0.53+0.01  -0.50+0.01  —0.49+0.01  —0.55+0.02  —0.53+0.02  —0.51+0.02
Linearity” —-0.990 —-0.990 —0.989 -0.991 —-0.991 —0.990
Sensitivity(logQ/%RH)* 0.0470 0.0466 0.0462 0.0478 0.0475 0.0468
Response time(sec) 75€2 75+2 T7£2 76£2 75+2 75+2
Hysteresis(%oRH)“ -1.4 -1.4 -1.5 -1.5 -1.4 -15
Working range 20-95%RH

“The temperature coefficient was measured between 5 and 45 °C. The standard deviation was obtained by extraction in five replicates.

*The linearity was shown as the correlation coefficient without temperature compensation.

“The sensitivity was defined as the slope of the logarithmic impedance vs. relative humidity plot in the range 20-95%RH.

“The differences between humidification and desiccation process in the range of 20-95%RH. The standard deviation was obtained by extraction
in five replicates.
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Figure 4. Temperature dependence of the impedance of humidity sen-
sors obtained from an electrode with 4 fingers and a gap of 310 um
between 10 and 65 °C at 1 kHzand 1 V.
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Table 2. Aactivation Energy for Conduction of the Sensors
Fabricated on GE Substrate with Different Finger and Gap

Activation energy(eV)

Finger P 310 410
RH (%) 3 4 5 3 4 5
30 0.537 0.512 0.482 0.551 0.580 0.521
50 0.474 0.443 0.412 0.498 0.540 0.474
70 0.428 0.411 0.383 0.453 0.484 0.414
90 0.367 0.331 0.312 0.389 0.446 0.363
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Figure 5. Hysteresis characteristics of the humidity sensor obtained
from the gold electrode with 4 fingers and a gap of 310 um on the
glass epoxy substrate at 25 °C, 1 kHz, and 1 V.
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Figure 6. Response time of the humidity sensor obtained from
MDBAC/MMA = 70/30 at 25 °C on the electrode with 4 fingers and a
gap of 310 pum.
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